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by simple remedies and left no after effects, but on one or two occasions he had attacks of tonsillitis. ... He suffered, too, from boils, for on February 8th, 1659-60, he records that he 'went to bed with my head not well by too much drinking to-day, and I had a boil under my chin which troubled me cruelly.' The boil increased in size, and there was some stomatitis, for on the following day he ' went home and got some alum to my mouth, where 1 have the beginnings of a cancer, and had also a plaster to my boil underneath my chin.' . . . Pepys had repeated attacks of nettlerash, which came on annually as soon as the weather began to get cold in autumn. He cured himself by keeping warm and sweating. He only records one occasion on which he was bled " (May 4th, 1662).
We now pass to the ailments of Mrs. Pepys. "The illnesses of Mrs. Pepys are of less general interest than those of her husband. . . . Mrs. Pepys was childless, owing, as I have endeavoured to show, to the sterility of her husband. She had, however, on several occasions a belief that she was pregnant."
Mr. Power describes Mrs. Pepys's long illness in the winter of 1663, which began with an abscess and ended in a fistula. "The affection ran its usual tedious course, but eventually the fistula healed. ... I cannot find out when the abscess causing this fistula began, but so far back as 1661 there is an entry that she was suffering from some abdominal trouble " (May i2th, 1661).
" Mrs. Pepys suffered from earache and from toothache on one or two occasions, but otherwise she appears to have been a tolerably healthy woman."
"We have no detailed account of the death of Mrs. Pepys. The fear of becoming blind led to the abrupt termination of the Diary in 1669. Pepys obtained leave of absence from the duties of his office, and set out on a tour through France and Holland, accompanied by his wife. Some months after his return he spoke of his journey as having been 'full of health and content,' but no sooner had he and his wife returned to London than the latter became seriously ill with a fever. The disease took a fatal turn, and on November loth, 1669, Elizabeth Pepys died at the early age of twenty-nine years, to the great grief of her hus-